
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

July 9th, 2025 
 

To: Markiea Carter, Director, Department of Community & Economic Development 

From: Katherine Keough-Jurs, FAICP, Director, Department of City Planning & Engagement 

Subject: Community Engagement Meeting Summary – MadTree in Oakley TIF Request  

 
On Monday, June 23rd, 2025, the Department of City Planning & Engagement (DCPE) hosted a 
community engagement meeting regarding the proposed use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) funds 
for public parking lot improvements to MadTree in the Oakley neighborhood.  

 
Mailed notices were sent to 34 property owners within 400 feet of the subject property and the 
respective Community Council which included a QR code to register for the meeting and a link to 
the DCPE website where additional information about the proposed project could be found: 
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/community-engagement/upcoming-community-
engagement-meetings/. Several social media posts were posted on DCPE’s Facebook and Twitter 
accounts.  

 
The meeting was conducted virtually on Zoom at 5:00 p.m. Staff from DCPE and the Department of 
Community & Economic Development (DCED) were present. The facilitation of the meeting was 
carried out by a Community Engagement Specialist in DCPE. 

 
A total of two community members attended the meeting. All attendees had the opportunity to hear 
from the applicant team and learn about the TIF request and the next phase of the project. Attendees 
were also provided an opportunity to ask questions. For detailed questions and concerns raised during 
the meeting, please refer to Attachment 1, labeled as Additional Information. Additionally, you can 
find the PowerPoint presentation used during the meeting and items submitted by community 
members in Attachment 2.  

 
Attachments: 

 Attachment 1: Additional Information 
 Attachment 2: PowerPoint Presentation and submitted materials from the community  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Attachment 1 

Proposed Use of TIF Funds for MadTree Public Parking Lot Improvements in Oakley 
 
This document outlines information shared during the community engagement meeting on Monday, June 23rd 
2025. This document is intended as a summary and not as meeting minutes. 
 
Background 
MadTree previously received $1.25 M from the Oakley Tax Increment Financing (TIF) to acquire and construct 
a public parking lot on a portion of its site to serve its facility/customers, adjacent businesses and their 
customers, and the general public. In 2023, MadTree received a State Brownfield and Remediation Grant 
through the Ohio Department of Development for $150,000 for the demolition of its on-site coal broiler. The 
demolition work is complete, and MadTree is now requesting $145,000 of Oakley TIF funds to make 
improvements to the public parking lot to address the site changes that have occurred as a result of the 
demolition of the on-site coal broiler. The Department of Community & Economic Development (DCED) 
intends to approve the $145,000 request from the Oakley TIF District to support the parking lot improvements. 
There is an estimated $4,684,101 balance in the fund to fulfill the funding request. This TIF request is 
contingent on the approval of Cincinnati City Council.  
 
Location and Existing Site 

 

 
Notice 
The Department of City Planning and Engagement (DCPE) sent out notices to 34 property owners within 400 
feet of the subject properties and the Oakley Community Council. 
 
Meeting Requests and Attendance  
Two people requested the meeting link for the community engagement meeting with two community 
members in attendance. Demographic data was captured for the two attendees using an online QR code to 
request the meeting link. 
 
Represented 
neighborhoods 

Relationship with the 
City 

Race/Ethnicity  Age Range 

Oakley: 1 
Other: 1   
 
 

Work in the City: 1 
 

White/Caucasian: 2 25-34: 1 
45-54: 1 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Meeting Comments and Questions: 

 Community Member: Asked the applicant and Oakley Community Council president if there 
were plans to build a larger parking structure such as a garage. The community member noted 
a need for more parking. 

 
Applicant Response: The applicant stated that at this time, there are no plans to build a parking 
garage. The applicant stated that their business explored constructing a parking garage in the 
past, but it was cost prohibitive. For this request, the most important part is the environmental 
cleanup, first and foremost, and the new parking spaces are an added benefit.  
 
Community Council Response: The Oakley Community Council president stated that they 
continue to monitor pedestrian safety in the area and consider interventions that encourage 
people to take alternative transportation modes so that parking is in less demand.  
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Proposed Use of TIF Funds
"MadTree" Public Parking Lot 

Improvements in Oakley

Community Engagement Meeting | June 23 2025

|

1. Welcome & Housekeeping 

2. Brief presentation 

3. Question & Answer

• Please save all questions/comments 
until Q&A

• Staff will unmute each participate one 
at a time

• You may use “raise hand” function in 
the chat bar if you have a follow-up 
question
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Welcome & Housekeeping

Eunique Avery- Community Engagement Specialist

1

2

Attachment 2
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Welcome & Housekeeping

• Please remain muted. City staff will unmute during the open 
feedback portion of the meeting.

• Chat Bar

• Use the chat bar for tech-related issues or questions

• Do not use the chat bar to ask project-specific questions

3

|

Purpose of Meeting

This is a public meeting to discuss the proposed use of TIF funds  for 
the public parking lot improvements for MadTree in Oakley. 

• Eunique Avery is here to facilitate the meeting

• DCPE is here to capture notes/comments brought up during the meeting

• Darby Schozer from the Department of Community and Economic 
Development is here to answer any TIF related questions.

• Kenny McNutt from MadTree is here to answer any project related 
questions.

• No decisions are being made at this meeting
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This project is being developed by MadTree who has operated its brewing house at 3301 Madison Road in the 
Oakley neighborhood since its founding in 2013.

MadTree received $1.25 M from the Oakley Tax Increment Financing (TIF) to acquire and construct a public 
parking lot on a portion of its site to serve its facility/customers, adjacent businesses and their customers, and 
the general public. In 2023, MadTree received a State Brownfield and Remediation Grant through the Ohio 
Department of Development for $150,000 for the demolition of its on-site coal broiler. The demolition work is 
complete, and MadTree is now requesting $145,000 of Oakley TIF funds to make improvements to the public 
parking lot to address the site changes that have occurred as a result of demolition. The Department of 
Community & Economic Development (DCED) intends to offer $145,000 grant from the Oakley TIF District to 
support the parking lot improvements. There is an estimated $4,684,101 balance in the fund and it is able to 
comfortably absorb the funding request. This TIF request is contingent on the approval of Cincinnati City 
Council.

Location and Existing Site:
3301 Madison Road in the Oakley Neighborhood Business District
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Background
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Presentation
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MadTree Brewing 

|

Q&A

Reminder

Everyone will be unmuted one-at-a-time. Due to the number of 
speakers, please limit your time to two (2) minutes. There will be time at 
the end for any questions/concerns that were not addressed

• Use “raise hand” function if you have a follow-up question following 
your initial question

• Do not use the chat bar for project-related questions (tech issues only)
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Contact

Department of City Planning & Engagement

Eunique Avery, Community Engagement Specialist

eunique.avery@cincinnati-oh.gov 

Written comment must be submitted by 5pm on Wednesday, June 25th 2025, 
for inclusion in the public engagement summary.
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Thank you for coming!
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Coal�Boiler�Abatement
w/Public�Parking

OPPORTUNITY�STATEMENT

Removing�the�aging�coal�boiler�will�beautify�
Oakley's�skyline,�eliminate�an�environmental�
hazard,�and�provide�much-needed�parking�
spaces�for�residents.



LOCATION

MA
DIS

ONʺ
RD

MADTREE

CROSSROADS

DUKEʺENERGY

BOULEVARDʺAT
OAKLEYʺSTATION

BEFORE



WORK�TO�DATE

● Boiler�Abated�for�Asbestos,�etc
● Boiler�Demoed
● Site�Cleaned

AFTER



WORK�REMAINING

1. Update�MSD�Flume�as�per�MSD
2. Secure�Fencing
3. Pour�curbs
4. Pave�parking

COMMUNITY�BENEFITS

1. Remove�eyesore
2. Clean�up�ongoing�environmental�hazard
3. Create�26�additional�public�parking�spaces

Via�agreement�with�the�City�of�Cincinnati,�MadTree�parking�lot�is�
available�free�to�the�public,�24�hours�a�day,�7�days�a�week.�



SOURCES�&�USES

Source�of�Funds
Who Amount

ODOD�Grant $150,000

MadTree�Capital $56,800�

City�TIF $145,000

TOTAL $351,800�

Use�of�Funds
What Amount
Abatement $75,000

Demolition $125,000

Environmental�Oversight $1,800

MSD�Flume,�etc $30,700

Fence $15,000

Paving,�etc $58,540

City�Admin�Costs $15,000

Contingency $30,760

TOTAL $351,800

Motion�to�Oakley�Community�Council

“Oakley�Community�Council�supports�the�use�
of�$145,000�Tax�Increment�Financing�(TIF)�for�
the�MadTree�Coal�Boiler�Remediation�and�
Demolition�Project�on�Madison�Road”



Partners

Cheers!
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